
 
 
 
April 20, 2006 
PKWD-06-022 
 
Ms. Magalie R. Salas 
Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, NE 
Washington, D.C.  20427 
 
Dear Secretary Salas: 
 
Subject: PACKWOOD LAKE HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT 
  FERC DOCKET NO. 2244-012 
 STATUS REPORT FOR FISH RESCUE PLAN AND TAILRACE 

BARRIER 
 
Reference: Letter dated October 28, 2005 from J.W. Baker to Magalie R. Salas, 

“Interim Tailrace Barrier Feasibility Study” 
 
On October 28, 2005 Energy Northwest filed a report with the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) regarding the development of a fish rescue plan and 
the feasibility of installing a temporary barrier on the Packwood Lake Hydroelectric 
Project’s tailrace.  This letter provides a status report on the fish rescue plan and 
installation of a permanent barrier on the Project’s tailrace. 
 
Attachment A contains information related to the fish rescue program.  Energy 
Northwest provided the agencies and tribes a revised fish rescue plan in December 
2005 (Attachment A, Item 1).  Based upon comments received (Attachment A, Items 2 
and 3), Energy Northwest developed a revised draft fish rescue plan (Attachment A, 
Items 4 and 5), which is currently being reviewed by the agencies and tribes.  Highlights 
of the revised draft include: 
 

·  Providing supplemental flows as necessary to maintain water in the tailrace until 
fish rescue can occur during planned and forced outages; 

·  Snorkeling the stilling basin during twice-monthly spawner surveys through July 
2006; 

·  If during snorkeling the counts of listed species exceed 50 individuals, one 
seining of the stilling basin will be conducted during the July–August 2006 period, 
timed to minimize injury or mortality to juveniles; 

·  Installing a temporary exclusionary seine net in the tailrace near the location 
where it empties into the Cowlitz River side channel in July or August 2006. 
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Attachment B contains information related to installation of a permanent barrier, 
including comment letters received from the agencies on criteria to use in designing a 
permanent barrier.  Energy Northwest is currently preparing a Request for Proposal with 
award of the design contract currently scheduled for July 2006.  Installation of the 
permanent barrier is currently scheduled for fall of 2007, provided that appropriate 
approvals and permits have been received from the resource agencies and the FERC. 
 
If you have any questions or require additional information regarding this matter, please 
contact Ms. Laura Schinnell at (509) 372-5123. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
J.W. Baker, Vice President 
Energy/Business Services 
 
Attachments: A)  Documentation Related to Fish Rescue Program 
  B)  Documentation Related to Barrier Replacement 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT A 
 

DOCUMENTATION RELATED TO FISH RESCUE PROGRAM 
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Item #  Title 
 
1 Electronic correspondence dated December 22, 2005, Laura Schinnell to 

Blane Bellurud et. al., “Packwood Lake Hydroelectric Project – Revised 
Redline Draft Fish Rescue Plan”  

 
2 Electronic correspondence dated January 30, 2006, Lauri Vigue to Laura 

Schinnell, “Fwd: Re:  Packwood Lake Hydroelectric Project – Revised 
Redline Draft Fish Rescue Plan,” and Electronic correspondence dated 
January 26, 2006 from John Serl to Lauri Vigue, “Re:  Packwood Lake 
Hydroelectric Project – Revised Redline Draft Fish Rescue Plan” 

 
3 Electronic correspondence dated February 8, 2006, Brian Peck to Laura 

Schinnell, “RE:  Packwood Lake Hydroelectric Project – Revised Redline 
Draft Fish Rescue Plan” 

 
4 Electronic correspondence dated March 27, 2006, Laura Schinnell to 

Blane Bellurud et. al., “Packwood Lake Hydroelectric Project – Revised 
Fish Rescue Plan” 

 
5 Revised Draft, Fish Rescue Plan, Project Tailrace and Stilling Basin, 

March 27, 2006 
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Item #  Title 
 
1 Electronic correspondence dated March 14, 2006, Laura Schinnell to 

Blane Bellurud et. al., “Packwood Lake Hydroelectric Project –Exclusion 
Barrier” 

 
2 Letter dated January 30, 2006, Keith Kirkendall to Laura Schinnell, 

“Request for comments on the criteria to use for a permanent barrier for 
the Packwood Lake Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2244-012)” 

 
3 Proposed Exclusion Barrier Criteria 
 
4 Letter dated February 3, 2006, Ken S. Berg to D.W. Coleman, “U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service Comments on the Packwood Lake Hydroelectric 
Project Feasibility Study for a Temporary Barrier and Proposed Exclusion 
Barrier Criteria” 

 
5 Letter dated February 10, 2006, Lauri Vigue to Laura Schinnell, 

“Packwood Lake Hydroelectric Project Feasibility Study for a Temporary 
Barrier and Proposed Exclusion Barrier Criteria (FERC NO. 2244-012)” 
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PROPOSED EXCLUSION BARRIER CRITERIA 

 
(Excerpt from Draft Anadromous Salmonid Passage Facility Guidelines) 
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